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Looking Back on Another Remarkable Year

By Robert Brindley, AIS Headmaster

This has been another
remarkable year in the life of
AIS. Every year we witness
triumphs and successes, won-
derful community events like
WorldFest and Spring Benest,
masterful acting in our the-
atre productions, passionate
encounters in the sporting are-
nas, music that lifts; artwork
that displays the talents of
our students, academic chal-
lenges keenly contested -- and
highlighted by an astounding
graduation when the students
remind us all of why we do
what we do! Coupled with
these joys and wonders are
the heartaches that we feel
when members of our commu-
nity suffer or encounter tragic
loss; moments of regret when
families and colleagues leave;
our friends depart.

So as this academic year
draws to a close, let us cel-
ebrate and remind ourselves
of all that is great within our
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is a K-12 school with
students from more
than sixty countries.
AIS is known for the
rigorous Interna-

community; how we celebrate
our successes; how we com-
fort each other when adver-
sary stares; how we learn to
understand, particularly when
it is inconvenient to do so; how
we strive to be better; how we
adjust to change.

| wish you all a wonderful
summer and look forward to
welcoming you back in August!

tional Baccalaureate Programme, taught
in all grades, and its dual-language Primary
School curriculum. For more information,
please contact us at 404-841-3840 or visit
us online at www.aischool.org.




Leaving, But Not Forgetting

By Aileen Williams, Director of Admission and Financial Aid

Fairwell ... and thank you all so
very much.

Back in 1987, a two-year stint in
Atlanta seemed like an adventure.
It was very enticing to be heading
south from chilly Montreal, where
our three young children needed
snow suits and boots all winter, to
Atlanta, where the children need
swim suits and goggles all sum-
mer. We naively assumed the chil-
dren would continue their French
without any problem, not realizing
the lack of language instruction
offered in Georgia schools. It took
me a while to discover, or uncover,
Atlanta International School. You
could say that the rest is history.

Without AIS and the encour-
aging words of Alex Horsley, our
founding Headmaster, our family’s
time in Atlanta would have been
the two years originally planned.
The school and the community,
however, quickly became part of
our lives. Our children, Nicholas,
Phillip and Claire, who graduated
from AIS are now spread afar.
Nicholas and his wife, Lisa, live in
British Columbia. Nicholas teaches
in a French Immersion school,
thanks to the French he learned
at AlIS. It shocks people in Canada
to know he learned French, with a
French accent, in the deep South!

Phillip, our cultural anthropologist,
and his wife, Tina, are moving from
New Orleans to New York as | write
this. Claire, our artist, is currently
touring Europe for the summer
before returning to Vancouver — we
hope. In addition to the strong
academic foundation AIS afforded
our children, it taught them to be
inquisitive and accepting of all peo-
ple, to respect different opinions,
and to be open-minded. It is very
satisfying to hear them talk about
their years at AIS and to know
they truly value the education they
received here. So to those of you
who occasionally or regularly won-
der why you are investing so much
time, energy, and money in your
children and AIS, take heart, it is
worth it!

It is hard to put in words the joy
| have experienced in my role as
Director of Admission and Financial
Aid, even during the frenzy of the
admission seasons. Over the years
I've had the pleasure of meeting
and getting to know thousands of
parents and children, the honor of
working with hundreds of wonder-
ful faculty, staff and board mem-
bers, and the joy of watching 703
remarkable students graduate and
leave AIS, knowing they are ready
for whatever they choose to do
with their lives.

It's now time for my husband,
Steve, and | to head back north,
albeit the warmer side of Canada.
Nicholas and Lisa are expecting
their "rst child, our "rst grandchild,
at the end of June, and we don’t
want to be long distance grandpar-
ents. We are hoping that our move
won't be delayed too long by our
recent accident and the medical
follow up, so we should leave town
late summer or early fall. When we
are settled, wherever that might
be, we hope to have many visitors
from the AIS family, because that is
what we consider all of you, family.

Alumni Reunion

By Cassie Havel, Development Assistant

The alumni reunion on Saturday,
May 24, was a perfect way to kickoff
the "rst weekend of summer. The
day included perfect weather, a bar-
becue lunch, and of course, lots of
catching up with former classmates,
faculty and staff. Alumni traveled
from as far away as New York and
Germany to AlS, and a group from
the close-knit Class of 1998 showed
up to celebrate their big 10-year
reunion. They were treated to a
personal tour of the school by Dr.
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Brindley, updates from school events
and CAS groups, and videos from
Masomo, a school in Tanzania started
by Tini Bennett from the Class of '98,
and the 2007 THIMUN trip. For some,
it had been years since returning to
AIS and seeing their friends, so even
after the reunion of"cially ended it
was hard to pull themselves away.
Seeing the great turnout and the lin-
gering alumni again reminded me the
relationships built at AIS truly have a
signi"cant impact in the lives of our

students.

As always, thank you to those who
helped make this year’s reunion mem-
orable for our alumni and we hope
you will be able to join us next year!
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Congratulations to the Class of 2008
A Listing of Where Our Graduates are Headed

Pauline Marie Nicole Marthe
Badarani
McGill University (Montreal)

Siri Eileen Belton
Georgia Tech

Serena Allison Benigno
University of Richmond

Arian Joseph Alexander Burns
University of Southern California

Aida Cassi Curtis
Emory University

Thomas Christopher Dassler
Northeastern University

Rohan N. Dalvi
Georgia Tech

Megan Kathleen Doyle
University of Colorado

Paige Michelle Enenger
Wake Forest

Merlin Arthur Fabian
Roanoke College

Gillian Grace Furqueron
UGA — Honors

Patrick Elliot De Lorme Flautt
College of Wooster

Caroline Eleanor Geiger
Tufts University

Claire Diamond Giblin
Franklin and Marshall

Peter Michael Gogarty
Ireland or UK

Mikaela Rae Gordon
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Manuel Luiz Griinenfelder
Boston University

Andrés Eduardo Gutiérrez Alvarez

Cornell University
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Katharine Lynan Otis Hunt
San Francisco Art Institute

Maximilian Andrew Hunt
Johns Hopkins

Olivia Alice Tabitha Jones

gap year and University of Alabama

Aurora del Carmen Juarez
Kennesaw State University

Matan Nahum Katz
Lynn University

Rebecca Dorothy Keng
Vanderbilt University

Simon Kolbert
University of Miami

Allison Ann Lenz
Carnegie Mellon University

Martijn ten Lohuis
The Netherlands

Edgar Ernesto Lopez-Ramirez
University of West Georgia

Ricardo Antonio Lopez
Villanova University

Stephen Ethan Lyle
George Washington University

David Alfonso Martinez
Georgia State University

Alexandra Claire Mathieu
UCLA

Christian Markus Mustroph
Wake Forest

Yvette Ntoya Naniuzeyi
Loyola University : New Orleans

Sabrina Philomena Neumann
Northeastern University

Sylvester Eronmonsele
Ohienmhen
MIT

Lauren Tracy Olens
Washington University, St Louis

Bianca Luisa Paggi Padgett
Loyola University : New Orleans

Arnaud Pagés
Concordia University (Montreal)

Mia Alexandra Wuan Chi Palmer
Bocconi University, Milan

Ericha Morgan Richards
American University

Lucy Pettitt-Schieber
Georgia Tech

Yasmin Rosshandler
Agnes Scott

Jenna Nicole Sanborn
gap year and New York University

Christopher Walter Scherf
Germany

Benjamin Christopher Isaacs
Schittler
University of Pennsylvania -
Huntsman

Alanna Frances Smith
Elon University

Mohamed Bilalh Baba Tarawally
Furman University

Halil Tatari
Oglethorpe University

Christina Lanier Theodore
University of Virginia

Elizabeth Esther Warner
Bowdoin College

Sjoerd Bér Boike Witteveen
The Netherlands

Samantha Ke Whately
Birmingham-Southern

Timothy Michael Wilson
UK

Tsung-Hsien Yang
UNC: Charlotte
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Honor’'s Assembly Awardees

Group One - First Language:
Alexandra Mathieu & Benji Schuttler

Group Two - Second Lan-
guage: Paige Eninger & Christina
Theodore

Group Three - Social
Sciences: Jenna Sanborn &
Benji Schuttler

Group Four — Science:
Erons Ohienmhen

Group Five — Maths:
Erons Ohienmhen

Group Six — Arts:
Aida Curtis

60% of the Class of 2008 will
graduate with a bilingual 1B
diploma

Thespian Award:
Lucy Pettitt-Schieber

National Art Honor Society:
Allison Lenz & Jenna Sanborn

National Choral Award:
Paige En!nger

All-State Honor Choir:
Jessica Sachsenmeier

National Orchestra Award:
Cio Brandau

National Band Association
Outstanding Musicianship
Award: Marvin Fichtmuller

Louis Armstrong Memorial
Jazz Award:
Anusha Sthanunathan

John Philip Sousa Band
Award: Daniel Levine

Scholar Athlete Award:
Lucy Pettitt-Schieber and Max Hunt
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Coaches’ Award:
Caroline Geiger, Claire Giblin,
Manuel Grunenfelder

Athlete of the Year - Upper
School: Ana de Olano and Simon
Kolbert

Athlete of the Year - Middle
School: Alexander Thomas and
Alice Morrison

Jones Day Mock Trial
Scholarship:  Quitterie Gounot

Class of 2008 Valedictorian:
Allison Lenz

Class of 2008 Salutatorian:
Lucy Pettitt-Schieber

John F. Kennedy Prolles in
Courage Award Winner:
Grayson Gibbs

National Merit Finalists:
Caroline Geiger, Christian Mustroph,
Benji Schuttler

USA/State of Georgia Merit
Awards:
Colin Hill, Adrien Pellerin, Kelsey
Sanborn, Richard Smith,

AIS Service Awards:
Ethan Lyle, Alexandra Mathieu,
Lauren Olens

Barnard College Book Award:
Eve Laurent

Bryn Mawr Book Award:
Shelbi Vaughn

Cal Tech Alumni Book Award:
Adam Wadley

Colgate University Book
Award: Shiva Rouhani

Columbia University Book
Award: Hannah Shore

Dartmouth Book Award:
Amelia Zuver

Harvard Book Award:
Adrien Pellerin

New College Junior Scholars
Award:
Julius Gebhard-Koenigstein and
Lucia Stacey

Northeastern University
Book Award:
David Collura

Rensselaer Polytechnic
Award:
Richard Smith

Tufts University Citizenship
Award:
Annie Farrell

University of Pennsylvania
Book Award:
Quitterie Gounot

Vanderbilt University Robert
Penn Warren Award:
Allegra Porter

Wellesley College Book
Award:
Mariette Marano

Yale Book Award:
Megan McGraw

Journal Cup:
Benji Schuttler

ECIS Awards for
International Understanding:
Nadine Marfurt (Middle School)
Paige En!nger and

Sabrina Neumann (Upper School)
Darren Rollins (Faculty)




AlS Students Perform for UN Representatives

By Trevor Pendergast, Humanities Teacher/Grade 12 Head of Year

Atlanta is a city with enormous
opportunity. One of the fastest grow-
ing cities in North America and the
capital of the “New South”, Atlanta is
emerging as a major destination for
international activity. This importance
is evident when one considers that
Atlanta is the hub for such corpora-
tions as UPS, Coca Cola, TSN and
CNN. Or when one considers that the
Harts!eld-Jackson airport is now the
busiest airport in the world. Despite
this emergence, or perhaps as a
result of it, Atlanta also has the noto-
rious recognition of having, according
to Forbes Magazine, the “worse traflc
in North America”. This traflc situa-
tion, when combined with the rising
costs of oil due and the drought that
Atlanta is currently experiencing as a
result of its rapid growth, one realizes
that Atlanta is a city that needs to
dramatically reconsider its develop-
ment.

To address these issues, the City of
Atlanta joined forces with the Metro
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and
the United Nations Institute for Train-
ing and Research (UNITAR) in Sep-
tember 2004 to create CIFAL Atlanta.
Since that time, UNITAR has devel-
oped a cooperative programme with
the city of Atlanta, as well as with
other CIFAL aflliates, to assist CIFAL-
aflliated cities in recognizing their
roles in achieving the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals of
Economic Development, Social Devel-
opment, Information Technology, and
Environmental Sustainability.

The mission of CIFAL is to provide
a forum for leaders of countries from

within the Western Hemisphere to
exchange strategies, tools and best
practices in support of the UN Mil-
lennium Development Goals. In
keeping with this mission, earlier this
year, CIFAL Atlanta and Mayor Shirley
Franklin, hosted a

about many of the environmental
problems that our city is facing such
as traflc congestion, water wastage,
pollution and a poor recycling pro-
grams. In addition, the students were
able to have a personal meeting with

number of CIFAL-
aflliated cities in
Atlanta to discuss
ways in which
Atlanta could
improve upon one
of its most press-
ing environmental
and social con-
cerns, the rapid
growth of Atlanta,
and the traflc
problems that have resulted. One of
the crucial areas discussed during this
meeting was the long-term develop-
ment of Atlanta’s Beltline, a revitalized
transit route that would circumnavi-
gate the city of Atlanta. The beltline
would, ideally, free people from their
dependence upon cars while in the
same process, beautify a more efl-
ciently "owing city.

As part of this presentation, the
city of Atlanta approached Trevor
Pendergast of the Atlanta Interna-
tional School to act as the youth coor-
dinator for the city. In this context,

Mr. Pendergast organized the AIS
Student Green Committee to research
and present posters on a variety of
environmental concerns from the
perspective of youth ranging in ages
from 16-19, while asking the assis-
tance of Middle Schooll|
theatre director, Sherry
Weeks, to provide a
dramatic presentation
that would originate
from students ranging
in ages from 12-15.

The overall efforts
of the AIS students
were a huge success.
The Upper School stu-
dents were afforded
the opportunity to
present to leaders of
the Atlanta community

Atlanta mayor Shirley Franklin, to dis-
cuss their Indings and their opinions.
Meanwhile, the Middle School dra-
matic presentation was such a pro-
found success that, not only did the
students of Ms. Weeks’ theatre class
have an opportunity to personally
meet the mayor of Atlanta but, a few
weeks later, had the unique honour of
reprising their play for another audi-
ence that consisted of various mem-
bers of the United Nations, and to
shake the hands of the United Nations
Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon.
Congratulations are in order for all
of the faculty and students who con-
tributed to this signilcant feat on the
part of Atlanta International School.
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Model United Nations

By Simon Underhill, Secondary School Biology Teacher

From May 15 to 17, Mrs. Ferko, Mr. Rollins and Mr. Underhill
accompanied 28 students from grades 9-11 to New York City for
the UNA-USA Model United Nations conference. This was the erst
trip by an AIS delegation to this conference. AIS represented
Thailand and El Salvador on a range of committees and discussed
topics such as Global Warming, Indigenous Rights, AIDS and infec-
tious diseases, and Terrorism. AIS also represented France on the
Historical Security Council, reenacting the events leading up to the
Falkland Islands War.

The conference was opened on Thursday night by the Secre-
tary-general of the UN, Ban Ki-moon, at the General Assembly hall
of the United Nations building. The following two days were spent
in committee meetings as delegates furiously debated and lobbied
for the passing of their resolutions. The conference simulates the
actual working of the various UN committees and gives students a
taste of the persuasive and diplomatic skills needed to pass resolu-
tions. The highlight was on Saturday, when all sessions were held
in the UN building.

After two days of debate, our delegates were justly proud of
their efforts, representing their countries and committees with dis -
tinction. Adding to the ene efforts of our students, AlS collected 5
awards:

Best Position Paper — Global Warming

Parisa Frost and Lindsey Sanborn (El Salvador)
Best Position Paper — Global Warming

Arianne Kaldeway and Rebecca Geiger (Thailand)
Best Position Paper — Evaluating Iran’s Nuclear

Compliance  Claire Colberg and Andrew Wooster
Best Position Paper — Falklands

Hortense Badarani and Quitterie Gounot (France)

(Thailand)

Hortense and Quitterie also won Best Delegation for France.

Overall, the 28 students were model ambassadors for the
school. Their hard work and preparation was rewarded by an out-
standing effort at this conference and all students can be proud
of their work. They have upheld the ene tradition of MUN at AIS
and we have a very strong core of students as we move into next
year’s conferences.

4K — 2nd Grade
Primary Art
Show a Success

By Olivia Lorton, IB Visual Arts Teacher

Students, parents and teachers enjoyed
viewing over 300 pieces of art work in the
in 4K-2nd grade art show, where every
student from the four grades had a piece
of work on display. The show was located
in the SAC dur-
ing the last two
weeks in May.
It has been a
pleasure to see
the faces of the
students admir-
ing their own
work on display.

| would like
to thank the fol-
lowing people
for helping to
make this event a success:

- Joyce O’Brien and Marie-Laurence De
Potesta for their continued commitment
to the art program in the Primary School,
helping the students create superb art
work.

- Betsy Carpenter and Jean O’Halloran
and the other Arts Alliance volunteers who
helped in making the exhibition a success.

If you would like to know more about
the Arts Alliance or get involved please
contact Betsy at betsy@ecarpenter.net.




Minister to the European
Union Makes AIS a Priority

By Leah Robinson-Leach, External Relations

On his most recent visit to Atlanta, Ange-
los Pangratis, Minister and Deputy Head of
the Delegation of the European Commission
to the USA, made the Atlanta International
School a top priority. Meeting with students
in the Lademacher Performing Arts Center
(LPAC), Minister Pangratis enthusiastically
described the progress of the European Union
(EU) with the addition of several countries
over the last several years.

Pangratis explained how the EU’s twenty-
seven member states, independent sover-
eign countries, have grown from its original
membership of six in 1951. Passionately shar-
ing the impact of the growth of the EU, he
informed the students of its signiecance as it
has facilitated «fteen member states to adopt
the euro as the common currency, as well as
being a force in foreign policy, G8 summits,
the United Nations and the World Trade Orga-
nization.

Minister Pan-
gratis immediately
became a walk-
ing, talking current
events/history les-
son as students
were keenly inter-
ested in the factors
required to join
the EU. Interestingly, the required criteria are
a stable democracy, which respects human
rights and the rule of law; a functioning mar-
ket economy capable of competition within
the EU; and the acceptance of the obligations
of membership, including EU law. The Euro-
pean Council is responsible for the evalua-
tion of a country’s fuldllment of the criteria.
Although there is not a particular framework
identifying how a member state can withdraw
from the Union, this will not be the case for
long. There have been a few treaties during
the life of the EU intended to establish its
constitution. A new reform treaty, known as
the Lisbon Treaty for where it was signed, will
amend rather than replace the existing trea-
ties. Presently in the process of ratiecation,
the Lisbon Treaty contains a formal procedure
for a member state to withdraw.

Students, faculty and staff enjoyed
this session and Minister Pangratis
looks forward to a return visit.

Ambassador Andrew Young:
A Fascinating Public and

Political Life

By Leah Robinson-Leach, External Relations

How frequently do we have

a national treasure in our
midst? Most recently, an AIS
Upper School morning meeting
brought such a treasure in the
embodiment of Ambassador
Andrew Young. Ambassador
Young shared his fascinating
life experiences as an aide

to Martin Luther King, Jr., a
member of Congress, Ambas-
sador to the United Nations,
Mayor of Atlanta, a private
citizen instrumental in bringing
the 1996 Olympics to Atlanta
and, most recently, a docu-
mentary producer. The audi-
ence of students, faculty, staff
and parents was mesmerized
throughout.

Peppered with humor, Ambas-
sador Young passionately
spoke of unwittingly becoming
an instrumental lieutenant in
the Civil Rights movement.
Conveying his unique oppor-
tunities to engage dignitaries
on behalf of President Jimmy
Carter, connecting with them
on the most human and
informal social levels, he took
the audience on its own trek
through US Presidential his-
tory, up close and personal.
He highlighted a particular
instance where he and his
wife hosted a Chinese delega-
tion and, although in New
York, hosted with traditional
southern cuisine. The dialogue
shared during that meal paved
the way for historical discus-
sions between the Carter

Administration and the Chinese

government.

Pointedly asked by a student
about his position on the 2008

Presidential election, Young
spoke of his respect and
admiration for Senator Barack
Obama and the progress

and success he has made so
quickly as well as his decades-
long friendship with Senator
Hillary Clinton and her lengthy
involvement in politics, with
the latter winning his support.

As a documentary ¢Im pro-
ducer of Rwanda Rising, which
shared with the world the
tremendous progress Rwanda
has experienced since the
civil war between the Tut-

sis and Hutus, Ambassador
Young spoke of this incredible
undertaking. Time escaped
everyone so quickly that the
entire mini version of Rwanda
Rising that Young brought to
show the students was unable
to be viewed in its entirety. As
a result, Ambassador Young
promised another exciting visit
in the future. He did, however,
present a signed copy of his
Im for the AIS archives.

Ambassador Young is the erst
speaker in a series sponsored
by the Black Parents Haram-
bee.
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Earth Angels

By Jennifer Pendergrast, Secondary School Art Teacher

You may have noticed some changes to the
landscaping around AIS recently. This is because,
for the past couple of weeks, the AIS Art 10 class
has been working on creating Earth Art Sculp-
tures, which is a genre that began in the 1970s.

In this particular form of expression, artists create
large outdoor artworks that are designed to bring
attention to the natural beauty of the land and the
environment around it. In the past, sculptures
have been made using the elements of land, veg-
etation, sun, wind, rain and even lightening. Some
of the most famous artists of this genre include
David Smithson, Andy Goldsworthy, and the artis-
tic collaboration of Christo and Jeanne-Claude.

For the purposes of better understanding Earth
Art, students were placed in small groups in which
they created a design of their sculpture. In creat-
ing their design, and in order to meet the criteria
of Earth Art sculpture, students had to consider
the aesthetics of their work, as well as the natu-
ral pathways of the school. In addition, students
were expected to attempt to interact their work
with the school community and to be aware of the
impact their work would have on the environment.

Once the design was created, the students were
also asked to write up a proposal to be submitted
to Scott McDonald, who is in charge of the school
grounds. This proposal was designed to mimic
the real-life steps that any artist would need to go
through to create a public art work. Once the pro-
posals were approved, the students were enally
able to start on the creation of the sculptures.

The students’ pieces were created out of a vari-
ety of media including petals frozen in ice, chains
of leaves, rock formations, trees hung with mir-
rors, and more. If you did not see the work, which
was displayed in the front and rear of the building
bewteen May 29 and June 5, there will be a dis-
play of photographs and designs of the Earth Art
sculptures up in the school until this fall. Thank
you for your support of the Arts at AIS.
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Winners of International
Inspirational Messages of Peace Contest






